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Art Unit: 2879 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
12/11/2006 has been entered. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-13 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Sakakibara et al (USPN 6007928). 

As to claims 1 and 2, Sakakibara et al disclose applicant's 
claimed organic EL device including: first and second electrodes 
(2, 4) over a substrate; and an organic emission layer (3) 
between the first and second electrodes, the emission layer 
having a blended structure of: a block copolymer and an organic 
polymer emission material (at least col. 2, lines 45; col. 4, 



Application/Control Number: 10/694,838 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2879 

lines 5-15; col. 4, lines 19-24; col. 5, lines 22-30; col. 6, 
paragraph 13-39; Table 1; col. 7, lines 19-28). 

As to claims 3 and 27, the block is formed of two monomers 
(Table 3) . As to claim 3, an anionic polymerization process 
limitation renders the claim of a product-by-process nature. The 
process limitation recited therein is not given a patentable weight. 
Even though product-by-process claim is limited by process, 
determination of patentability is based on the product itself. The 
patentability of a product does not depend on its method of 
production. If the product in the product-by-process claim is same a 
or obvious from a product of the prior art, the claim is unpatentabl 
even though the prior art product was made by a different process." 
MPEP 2113. 

Accordingly, no patentable weight is given to process step 
recited in claim 3. 

As to claims 4-13, applicant's claimed polystyrene and 
polybutadiene monomers do not exist in the final product since 
they are intermediate or initial products used^ to obtain the 
final product. Therefore, these two claimed monomers, and their 
characteristics as recited in claims 5-13 are not given 
patentable weight. 

As to claim 9, applicant is claiming the organic emission 
layer having different structure depending upon a spreading 



Application/Control Number: 10/694,838 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2879 

coefficient between monomers constituting the block copolymers 
and the organic emission material. However as. mentioned earlier, 
the monomers are intermediate products. Since Sakakibara et al'is 
device includes monomers, as recited in claim 9, the organic 
emission layer of Sakakibara et al's device would also include 
different structure . 

As to claims 10 and 12, applicant is claiming the organic 
emission material distributed around the monomers in the blended 
structure when the spreading coefficient of the monomer to the 
organic emission material is greater than O.Also applicant is 
claiming the monomers distributed around the organic emission 
material in the blended structure when the spreading coefficient 
of the organic emission material to the organic emission 
material is greater than 0. As mentioned earlier, the monomers 
are intermediate products. Further, since Sakakibara et al's 
device includes the monomers and the organic emission material 
as claimed by applicant, the organic emission material or the 
monomers in Sakakibara et al's device would also be distributed 
respectively around the monomers or the organic emission 
material in the blended structure. 



4. The Examiner responds to applicant's arguments as follows. 
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Applicant argues that Sakakibara et al do not teach or 
suggest the claimed organic EL device since the blended 
structure in Sakakibara et al's organic EL device does not 
include blended structure including: a block copolymer and an 
organic polymer emission layer. 

This is not found persuasive since Sakakibara et al do teach 
or suggest the blended structure including: the block copolymer 
and the organic polymer emission layer. At many occurrences in 
Sakakibara et al's prior art reference, the Examiner pointed out 
the blended structure including the block copolymer and the 
organic polymer emission layer. See for example claim 3, which 
explicitly cites the blended structure including the block 
copolymer and the organic polymer emission layer. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Ashok 
Patel whose telephone number is 571-272-2456. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Nimesh Patel can be 
reached on 571-272-2457. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may.be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
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see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



Ashok Patel 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2879 



